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CHAPTER I 
SELECTION OF THE PROB~I 
1. The Purpose of the Study 
This study was made to find out what had. happened to 
fifty boys since leaving special classes in Fitchburg. It 
was desired to learn what had been the effects of their 
schooling upon the subsequent direction of their lives. 
These were boys who had been unable to profit from programs 
offered in regular classrooms. They had been studied. and 
examined by competent authorities, diagnosed as mentally 
1/ 
retarded, and assigned to special classes. What paths had 
their lives taken after leaving school? Had the boys been 
prepared to meet life? Had they become contributing members 
of the community? Wba t specific adjustments had. they made 
their behavior? Had they made any adjustments? Had they 
profitted from special class placement, or would it have bee 
as well to bave kept them in regular classrooms? To answer 
these questions specific information was needed covering ma 
areas in tbe life of each individual. Detailed knowledge 
pertaining to the economic and social adjustment of each boy 
would, it was hoped, give some picture of the path his life 
bad taken. 
1/Commonwealth of Massachusetts, General Laws, Chapter 71, 
Section 46, as amended by the acts of 1954. 
-1-
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2. The Source of the Study 
Special classes for the mentally retarded have been 
in Fitchburg for about a quarter of a century. The first 
class was established in a neighborhood school. As more 
mental defectives were identified the size of the classes 
increased and new facilities were required. Through a 
progression of modifications and changes they eventually 
became concentrated under one roof. For the past d.ecade t 
have existed as a special class center. The classes were 
first brought together in a centrally located elementary 
school. Later, because of increased general school 
population the special class center was moved. to the Roll-
stone Street School where it presently occupies the entire 
building. It is located about one mile from the center of 
the city, on the fringe of a residential area. The children 
come from every section of the city and from several nearby 
towns. Transportation is by bus or taxi. The school 
contains one class for trainable mentally retarded children, 
and five classes for educable mentally retarded children. 
The educable classes are arranged according to a combination 
of mental and chronological age, physical size, and social 
maturity. The two younger classes contain both boys and 
girls. The three older classes are separated according to 
sex, with one class of girls and two of boys • This s tud.y 
deals with the educable boys. 
2 
Special classes are organized to meet the needs of the 
children in them. The philosophy operating in Fitchburg is 
aware of the fact that these children have d"ifferences that 
set them apart from children in regular grades. It may be 
well to list some of the specific differences here, as set 
1/ 
forth by Ingram. 
11 1. :Mental development will be slow. 
2. Average standards will be more nearly attained 
in physical and social than in mental development. 
3. Home environment generally provides inadequate 
opportunities for experience. 
4. Hand skills are the sphere of grea teat like.ly 
success. 
5. Ad.justments must ultimately be made chiefly in 
the rank of semiskilled and unskilled occupations." 
1tl1 th these facts in mind the school had developed a 
program that is geared to the mental and physical developmen 
of the children. Basic to the program is the cultivation of 
personal hygiene and acceptable work habits. ~~ny of the 
children come from low socio-economic backgrounds. They are 
seldom exposed to experiences at home which engender 
constructive concepts ana attitudes towards life. At the 
Rollstone Street School social attitudes and relationships 
are stressed to the point where they become an integral part 
of each c hild's daily routine. 
The youngest class is organized at the primary level. 
There is another class at the intermediate level. The three 
older classes are conducted at the junior high level. The 
!/Chris tine P. Ingram, Education of ·the Slow-Learning Child, 
The Ronald Press Co., New York, 1953,' p.61. 
I 
II 
3 
grade structure guides each child from the time he first 
enters the school until he is ready to leave the school. 
Classes are planned so that approximately one half of 
the time is spent at academic work and one half at handwork. 
There is a high degree of integration between both types of 
work. Learning activities are planned which will allow 
frequent manipulation of concrete materials. The physical 
education program is designed to form, habits of teamwork , 
and to instill regard for others. In planning specific 
activities the school staff is cognizant of the following 
1/ 
questions asked by Ingram.-
"Does it promote health, both mental and physical? 
.Does it promote a practical application of the 
tool subjects? 
Does it promote better home membership? 
Does it promote better group and community living? 
Does it promote desirable working habits and 
attitudes? 
Does· it promote a better use of leisure time?" 
' Vi t h t hese questions in mind the school has established a 
combination of work in academic and hand area s that tries to 
capitalize on the speeific problems and abilities of each 
child. 
During the course of .the school year frequent staff 
meetings are held, where the progress of each child is 
discussed. As a tea cher becomes convinced that a child has 
successfully developed habits and skills in certain areas, 
the child is moved to a higher class • . This movement usually 
1/Ibid., p . 70. 
4 
takes place at the end of the school year, although promotion 
can happen during the year if there are vacancies in the 
higher classes. Continual interplay of information and ideas 
among the school staff gives each teacher a thorough picture 
of the problems to be dealt with. In this fashion each cbil 
is carefully guided through his years in the school. 
3. Justification of the Stud.y 
The need for research of this type in Fitchburg has bee 
felt for some time. In the years that the special class 
center baa been operating it has handled hundreds of boys. 
Most of these boys are now adults, living in and around the 
community. This study will create a general picture of the 
boys insofar as their social and economic situations .can be 
investigated. Systematic, descriptive information should 
give some indication of the extent to which they have been 
able to adjust to life in the community. It should suggest 
the amount of success or failure they have experienced in 
competing with their less handicapped peers. Information of 
this nature should result in some indication of the extent to 
which the special classes in Fitchburg are meeting the needs 
of boys of this type. The special class program is carefully 
planned and carried out. The staff of the school is 
constantly involved in evaluating their program. Knowledge 
of the subsequent progress of the boys with whom they have 
worked should help greatly in the evaluative process. The 
5 
successes or failures of these boys should help to point out 
significant aspects of what the school has to offer. 
trained and experienced teachers formulated the school 
Highly 
II 
program. A knowledge of the results of their efforts should 1 
aid them in their future planning. 
4. The Scope of the Study 
This study deals with fifty boys who a ttend.ed special 
classes for the mentally retarded in Fi tcb burg, :r:rassachusett 
bet'lreen September, 1947 and June, 1957. They all attended 
special classes in Fitchburg for at least one year. They 
left special classes at the age of sixteen or later. A few 
were not quite sixteen in June of the year in which they lef 
school, but had reached that a ge by the following September. 
These boys were randomly selected. from a population of 
110 boys who met the above criteria. A far larger number of 
boys attended the school during the period mentioned, but 
either left before reaching the age of sixteen, or \1ere there 
less than a year. The boys in the stud.y are all gradua tea I 
of either the Hastings School or the Rollstone Street School. 
Special classes were transferred from the former to the 
latter in 1953, along with the school staff. 
This study deals with three areas: (1) economic, 
(2) social, and (3) military. To learn if the objectives of 
special education in Fitchburg are being realized, it will be 
necessary to answer questions of the following type: 
6 
1. What is the employment history of these boys? 
2. How do they get their jobs? 
3. How well do they hold on to their jobs? 
4. How many of them are self-supporting, and how many 
are dependent upon others?. 
5. How many are married, and how are t hey getting along 
in married life? 
6. Wbat type of living arrangements have the boys made? 
7. What is their record of military service, if any? 
8. Have they become property owners? 
9. What part do they play in community activities? 
10. Have they been able to become motor vehicle operators 
11. What do they do with their leisure time? 
12. What is their record as to delinquency? 
Answers . to these questions should cause trends to emerge 
that will permit certain generalizations to be made. It is 
also thought that specific si tua t.1ons will reveal patterns o 
adjustment used by individuals in the study. 
7 
CHAPTER II 
PROCEDURE OF THE STUDY 
1. Logical Analysis 
This study is descriptive in design. Specific facts 
were gathered about each individual in it. The fact were 
gathered systematically through standardized interviews. 
The interviews were structured. so as to collect the same 
specific information about each individual, plus any 
additional information that would shed light on his post-
school adjustment. The obtained information was to be 
analyzed for trends and tendencies, and for deviations from 
them. Especially looked for were indications of adjustment 
patterns in areas of behavior, social activity, economic 
status, and citizenship. 
2. Re.s earch Procedure 
Establishment of criteria.-- Most of the boys who 
passed through the special class center in Fitchburg bad 
been placed. there after several years of unsuccessful effort 1 
in regular grades. Some never completed a full year in the 
same regular classroom. Many never completed a full year in 
a special class. A considerable number left the special 
class center before reaching the a ge of sixteen. Some of 
these had. moved away; others had become inst1 tutionalized, 
-8-
either with reform agencies, or institutions for the men tall 
deficient. For the purposes of this study it was decided to 
select a group of boys who met the following criteria: 
1. They must have completed at least one year in specia I 
classes at Fitchburg. 
2. They must not have left special classes before 
reaching the age of 16. 
3. They must have left school between June, 1948, and 
June, 1957. 
It was felt that the first two conditions were the minimum 
necessary to establish the fact that attendance in special 
classes could have bad. some effect on their lives. 
Selection of the group.-- An examination of school 
records showed that 110 boys met the a bove criteria. It was 
felt that the histories of 50 boys, randomly chosen from 
this group would give a reasonably valid picture of the 
adjustment of the total group. A number was arbitrarily 
assigned to each name. The numbers were placed in a box, 
shaken and drawn out. As a number was noted it was placed 
back in the box. If the same number was drawn more than 
once, it was placed back in the box. In this manner, 50 
different numbers were drawn. Anticipating that some of the I 
boys would prove untraceable (within the limits of this I 
study) an additional 25 names were drawn in the same fashion. 
Construction of instruments for recording the data.--
Information was sought from two major sources: official 
9 
records, and the boys in person. 
Forms for official data.-- This form was nothing more 
than an alphabetical roster of the boys' names. Space was 
left beside each name to record the following information: 
1. Name. 
2. Last known address. 
3· W.te of birth. 
4. Age at leaving school. 
s. Present age • 
6. Time spent in special classes. 
1· I.Q. 
8. Year left school. 
Interview-questionnaire form.-- Obtaining information 
from boys who had been classified as mentally retarded had 
to be done in person. The boys would have found, it 
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to read, understand, 
or answer a printed form such as was required. It was 
decided to visit each boy's home. A personal interview was 
to be conducted., either with the boy-. or a close relative. A 
standardized instrument had to be constructed for the inter-
view. A questionnaire-interview form was decided upon. A 
preliminary form was constructed containing questions 
pertaining to specific areas of post-school adjustment. Thi ll 
form was studied by a class of graduate students who were 
working in educational research at Boston University. The 
class was conducted by Dr. William c. Kvaraceus of the School 
10 
of Education. The form was also submitted to Mr. Richard 
Gray, principal of the Rollstone Street School in Fitchburg. 
Each i tern on the questionnaire was inspected by Dr. Kvaraceus, 
the members of his class, and Mr. Gray. Items which receive 
approval from all quarters were retained. The next step was 
to try the revised form on a small group. Six boys of the 
selected number were located and. interviewed. The form 
proved satisfactory, except for the physical layout of the 
employment history section. This was corrected, and the 
final form was ready for use. 
Validating responses to the questionnaire.-- The 
question then arose of establishing the validity of answers 
received during the interviews. Preliminary research into 
the records of local municipal, county, and fed.era.l agencies 
constituted validation for answers to specific parts of the 
questionnaire. Consulted. in an effort to further validate 
replies to the questionnaire were school records, police 
record.s, selective service offices, places of employment, 
local merchants, and utility companies. Information gained 
from some of these sources made it possible to arrive at 
judgements as to the validity of replies made by the boys 
during the interviews. 
Performing the study.-- Locating each boy proved to be 
one of the most difficult parts of the study. They had been 
out of school from one to eleven years. In tba t time most 
had moved at least once, and many bad moved several times. 
11 
The first step was to compare the addree18·es listed 
records with city d.irectories and. telephone books. 
one of the boys v1ere located in this fashion. Five 
on school l 
Thirty- I 
boys were 
located through information gained from boys previously 
interviewed. Two boys were located through local merchants. 
Twelve boys of the original group were untraceable to the 
extent that this investigator did not feel that the scope of 
,, 
the study warranted. further time and expense. The previousl;vi 
I 
selected supplementary list of 25 names was consulted. The ll 
entire list was used before 12 more boys were located. 
IVlost of the boys looked back on their special class 
days with mixed. feelings of affection and respect for the 
teachers with whom they bad worked. After surprise at 
seeing tbe interview·er had worn off, the boys were full of 
questions about the school and the teachers. ¥Any of the 
boys express ed intentions of going back to visit, and some 
subsequently did. In only one case did a boy seem bitter 
about his school experiences. In several instances parents 
were reluctant to admit that their sons had attended special 
classes, but when the purpose of the interview was made clear 
to them their cooperation was obtained .• 
12 
CHAPTER III 
REVIEW OF THE RESEARCH 
1. Vocational· Find.ings 
Problems in vocational placement.-- The single most 
important factor in the post-school adjustment of a mentally 
1/ 
retarded boy is his vocation. According to Peckham, the 
critical period of success or failure comes with actual try- I 
out on a job. In describing Michigan's program of vocational! 
rehabilitation he reported a general lack of "social and 
vocational sophistication," to be one of the most frequently II 
encountered job problems. Job success was marred by factors 1 
such as lack of punctuality, irresponsible a ·bsences, 
inability to manage transportation, and inability to cope 
with such things as time clocks, cafeterias, and rest rooms. 
This lack of sophistication created problems pertaining to 
acceptance of the retardee by fellow workers. The boys were I 
often victimized by practical jokes, teasing, and. ridicule. II 
I 
This accounted for much job turnover. Peckham also reported 
tendencies to thoughtlessly quit a job without regard. for thJ j 
immediate problems aroused. by being unemployed.. He 
recommended that before leaving school, the boys receive 
exposure to job and community experiences. This should 
in Job Adjustment of the Mentally 
1 of Mental D fi (October, 
-13-
consist of experience within the classroom such as practice 1
1 
job interviews, filling out work application blanks, and 
general social and vocational "know how." Also suggested. 
was the practice of job internship while in school. 
1/ ]ff..a.gaw- reported that boys who attend the Wayne County 
Training School, at Northville, Michigan, are given 
associated work experiences of five or six months duration 
each. This is done under the guidance of tradesmen. The 
boys work half or whole days, depending upon their age and 
development. During a period of several years a boy may 
undergo as many as five or six occupational experiences. 
In acquiring this experience a boy works with craftsmen, 
associates with many different types of people, and sees 
many things being done. He has he.lped in doing many jobs, 
and has become acquainted with some of the intangible 
knowledges that contribute to satisfactory adjustment. 
gj 
Vlarren thought tba t a prompt appraisal of readiness 
for work is needed. He found that lack of motivation, poor 
self-control, vacillation, and unreliability are chief 
r 
obstacles to successful employment. Major problems exist in ,I 
not understanding what is involved in applying for a job, 
not knowing how to fill out forms, and not knowing how or 
]/D.C. Magaw and L.C. Sullivan, "Relationship of Specialized 11 
Vocational Training and Community Adjustment, 11 American 
Journal of Mental Deficiency (January, 1945), 49:383-387. 
Follow-up of 
14 
understanding the reasons for making a "good impression." 
He also found that a tend.ency to let secondary physical 
disabilities (defective sight, hearing) go uncorrected 
contr.ibuted greatly to job failure. Warren observed that 
unsound parental attitudes were often factors that caused 
placement problems. The tendency for families to under-
estimate or overestimate the abilities of t heir children 
affected job succes s . Summarizing, he listed job placement 
problems as falling into two categories: (1) the individual's 
own deficiencies (social incompetency, emotional immaturity, 
academic weakness, lack of motor coordination), and (2) the 
attitudes of others (unreasonable or uncooperative parents, 
enlightenment of employers, acceptance by fe~low workers). 
l/ 
Working in England, O'Connor found that job failure 
was at least as connected with family conditions as it was 
with intellectual handicap. A lack of intelligence was not 
the main deterrent to a successful work record. O'Connor 
concluded that conditions of supervision, incentives, home 
conditions, and instability were the primary determinants. 
1/ 
Michal-Smith- made a study of the characteristics 
necessary for vocational success. He organized his problem 
to determine the success to be expected. of feeble-minded 
!/ N. 0 1 Connor, "Defectives Working in the Community~" 
American Journal of Mental Deficiency (October, 1954;, 
59:173-180. 
2/H. J.vlicbal-Smi th, "A Study of the Personal Characteristics 
Desirable for the Vocational Success of the Mentally Defi-
cient " ( · , 1950), 
15 
individuals in each of eight types of jobs falling into four 
broad occupational areas: ( 1) manual, ( 2) repetitive, ( 3) 
machine operating, and (4) social (involving contact with the 
public). He constructed two rating scales and sent them to 
personnel directors and institution heads. On the first 
scale they were asked to rate subnormal individuals whom 
they had known to have jobs. They were asked to use their 
own judgement regarding the abilities and potentialities of 
the individuals. They were cautioned to distinguish between 
individuals who bad low intelligence and those who suffered 
from a lack of education. No mention was made of how they 
were to do this. The raters were asked to judge whether 
each individual had. been successful or unsuccessful in degree 
of success for the different types of jobs. 
The second rating scale consisted of a list of 15 
personality characteristics. The raters were asked to 
correlate the importance of each trait with a given job area. 
Some disagreement existed_ here between the two groups of 
raters; for example, institution heads stressed the need for 
an employee to be even-tempered more than did the personnel 
directors. The latter consid-ered an employee' a not being 
easily fatigued to be of greater importance. In all, tbe 
degree to which the rating groups agreed was close, although 
the institutional beads tended to rate potential success in 
industrial situations slightly higher than did the personnel 
directors. Two conclusions which this writer found to be 
16 
interesting were: (1) bo:th groups of raters ind.icated that 
loyalty to the employing company was not of primary 
· importance, and (2) repetitive work was judged neither 
optimal nor undesirable. Closer cooperation between 
institutional heads and personnel directors was suggested. 
1/ 
Engel- reviewed 29 studies pertaining to post-school 
adjustment of mentally retarded children. He feels that the 
·• 
schools must be concerned. with social and, emotional security 
as well as the satisfaction of physical needs. He stresses 
the need for school training in the social requirements 
attached to job-getting. He maintains tba t mentally retarded! 
students need consistent training in knowledges and attitud.es 
needed on the job. A strong point that Engel makes is the 
need for job analysis at low-level occupations. He lists a 
wide variety of jobs that can be performed by people at 
various mental age levels. Listed alongside are what he feels 
I' 
are prerequisites for many semiskilled and unskilled jobs. 
Finally he mentions the need. for good follow-up programs in 
each community to help the s tud.ent, and to get definite 
evidence of factors that contribute to vocational success or ,1 
failure. 
2/ 
DeProspo- recommends special guidance, placement, and 
1/A .!<a:. Engel, "Employment of the Ivienta.lly Retarded," American 
Journal of Mental Deficiency (October, 1952), 57:243-267. 
2/C .J. DeProspo, L.E. Rosenzvteig and L. Shainman, "A Follovt-
up Program for the Mentally Retarded, 11 American Journal of 
lviental Deficiency (October, 1948), 53:353-362. 
I 
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follow-up services for agencies that deal with mentally 
retarded students. He and his colleagues feel that the 
retardate needs specialists to \<Tork with him who understand 
his problems thoroughly. They feel that the individual needs1 
a service that will guide him through the initial stages of 
job competition. They also feel that the mentally retarded 
individual needs someone to help employers und.erstand his 
abilities ana limitations. They mention that faulty guidance 
by those who are not familiar with mental retardation may 
result in eventual disillusionment ana probable loss of job. 
1/ . 
They sum up by saying: I 
"Interpretation of the mentally retarded to the I 
employer, to the home, and to the community is a highly 1 
skilled technique that can be used. best by a person 
well grounded in the problems of mental deficiency." 1 
2/ I 
Vocational findings.-- Butler- reported on 339 eases I 
of parolees from the Sonoma State Home at Eldridge, 
California. The group contained both sexes. Their work 
histories were traced through the years of World War II. It I' 
was found that almost 50 per cent had had steady work records
1 
during that time. A bout 40 per cent had changed jobs 
frequently. Information was not available for the rest of 
the group, Those for whom information was available bad 
1/Ibid. 
2/F .o. Butler, "Iv.Ienta.l Defectives in :f.!Illi tary Service and. 
Wartime Indus tries, 11 American Journal of Mental Deficiency 
(October, 1945), 50:297-300. 
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worked at a great variety of jobs. They bad been ranch 
workers, railroad workers, kitchen helpers, hospital workers, 
welders, electricians, vending machine fillers, cooks, and 
stock girls, to name only a few of the occupations. The 
group that changed jobs frequently contained many migratory 
fruit and ranch workers who followed the growing season 
from state to state. Butler acknowledges the fact that 
wartime job-freezing by the federal government probably 
helped to keep some individuals steadily employed. 
1/ 
Kellogg,- in a stud.y performed just prior to World War 
II, reported that of one hundred males, 82 per cent bad 
worked at some time. She listed 47 different kinds of 
employment, the bulk falling int-o unskilled. categories. 
Forty two per cent of the individuals in her study were 
unemployed at the time. Thirty eight per cent were employed 
1 
full time, and seven per cent were employed part time. 
2/ 
In contrast to the above, McKeon did a study in the 
middle of World War II. Of a group of 210 special class boys
1 
she found that over 92 per cent bad. been employed. More than 
three quarters of the boys bad worked more than half the time 
they bad been out of school. Many of the jobs held. fell 
1/Roberta M. Kellogg, A Follow-up Study of One Hundred ¥rales 
Who Spent Some Time in the Special Classes in the Public 
Schools of Newton, Mass., Unpublished ~~ster 1 s Thesis, Boston 
University, 1941. 
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under ''helper," or "service, 11 categories, but over 10 per 
cent were classified. as "drivers," and. over 10 per cent were 
"machine opera. tors." Tbe manpower shortage of the war years 
undoubtedly had some effect on the employment record here. 
In a later study done on a wider scale, McKeon found 
1/ 
62 per cent of her boys employed. She reports: 
"Largest proportions of these individuals were 
occupied at I~nual Work of the 'manipulative' or of the 
1 elemental' type. Personal Service employed. 
approximately seven per cent of the boys •••• " 
She found almost 60 per cent engaged in manual work, and 
about 10 per cent in mechanical work. 
gj 
Donahue studied a group that had been out of school 
from seven to seventeen years. Of the boys in the group, 
abe found. over 63 per cent employed. They had held an 
average of four jobs each. Almost 70 per cent of the people 
in her group had obtained their first jobs . through relatives 
or friends. Almost 30 per cent had been employed full time 
since leaving school. This figure does not seem low in view 
of the fact that much of the period covered by the study 
took place during the depres s ion years. 
1/Rebecca ~Jl. NcKeon, A Comparative Follow-up Study of 
~Ientally Handicapped Youth Who Have Attended Special Classes 
in Six Large Industrial Communities 1 Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation, Boston University, 1948. · 
g/~~ry T. Donahue, A Follow-up Study of a Group of Mentally 
Retarded Child.ren l'fuo Left the Special Cle:sses in a Large 
Industrial City During the Years 1921-1§41, Unpublished 
Ivias ter 's tbes is, Boa ton Uni vera i ty, 194 • 
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.!I 
Of 79 boys in a ·study by Clifford, approximately 77 
per cent had been employed at some time, and approximately 
55 per cent were employed at the time of the study. 0~ the 
group working at the time .of the study, almost 40 per cent 
were in mills, about 10 per cent were classified as helpers, 
about 9 per cent were dishwashers, and about 9 per cent did 
od.d. jobs. Of the total number of boys who bad been employed. 
at some time, the mean number of jobs was 1.57. This is 
compared to r,1cKeon' s figure of 3.13 in a study covering a 
2/ 
similar period.-
3/ 4/ 
Smith and Stacey each did studies concerning people 
who bad left special classes between the middle nineteen-
thirties and middle nineteen-forties. Over 80 per cent of 
Smith's boys were working at the time of the study, while 
about 55 per cent of Stacey's boys were employed. The mean 
number of jobs for Smith's boys was 2.90, while the figure 
for Stacey was 3.90. These studies were d.one within a year 
_!/Mary F. Clifford; A Follow-up Study of a Group· of ~1entally 
Retarded Child.ren Who Left the Special Classes in a Large 
Industrial City During the Years 1941-1948, Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, Boston University, 1950. 
g/Ledge Street, op. cit., p.47. 
4/Paul F. Stacey, A Follow-up Study of One Hundred and Four 
Special Class Boys Who Attended the Center School at Salem, 
in Vassachusetts From September, 1936 to June, 1946, 
Unpublished Master's Thesis, Boston University, 1951. 
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of each other, in neighboring states. Local economic 
conditions may well have been responsible for quantitative 
differences here. 
1/ 
Mullen- studied an admittedly biased sample of 208 boyJI 
and girls, the majority of whom bad been out of school three I 
years or less. Of the 128 boys in the study, 55 per cent 
were employed either part or full time. They were found 
working in factories and mills of all types. They were also 
found working in retail stores in considerable numbers, 
although the jobs held were usually of the service or main-
tenance variety. 
In contrast to Mullen's study of people who had been ou 
2/ 
of school for a relatively short time, Charles investiga 
the adjustment of a group that had been studied 16 years 
21 
earlier by Baller. Over three quarters of the group had 
reached some type of economic security. About 83 per cent 
bad been self supporting part of the time since leaving 
school. 
1/F .A. !..fullen, 11 Ivlenta.lly Retarded Youths Find Jobs," 
Personnel and Guidance Journal (October, 1952), 31:20-25. 
2/D.C. Charles, "Ability and Accomplishment of Persons 
Earlier Jude;ed Mentally Deficient," Genetic Psychology 
Monographs (1953), 47:3-71. · 
2,/W .R. Baller, 11A Study of Present Social Status of A Group 
of Adults Who, When They \'lere in Elementary Schools were 
Classified as Mentally Deficient, 11 Genetic Psychology 
Monographs (1936), 18:165-244. 
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Summary of findinp~s .-- In each of the studies reviewed, II 
the largest percentages of boys who were employed fell into 
unskilled. and 2emiskilled categories. There was, however, 
a spread of occupations that covered the entire field of 
occupational categories, with the exception of professional 
areas. Most of the boys who had found steady employment 
were relatively successful at their jobs. The single most 
wide-spread problem seemed to be that of social-occupational 
I 
I 
orientation. Many boys experienced hardships at their jobs, 
and many changed jobs or quit because they were not familiar 
with the everyday "give and take" of the people with whom 
they were working. Such naivete frequently resulted in 
teasing by other workers. A lack of understanding and 
acceptance by fellow workers was perhaps the greatest single 
cause of job dis sa tis faction among the individuals studied. 11 
In view of the wide range of occupations engaged in, it 
is difficult to suggest that there is any single type of job · 
that a mentally retarded boy is best suited for. The type 
of job 1.4'ill depend upon the ind.ividual and his training. 
23 
2. Social Findings 
General.-- Table 1 presents data from seven studies 
dealing with mentally retarded boys. The studies were 
performed between the years 1941 and 1951. 
Table 1. Comparative Data From Seven Follow-up Studies 
Dealing Witb .Mentally Retarded Boys, Performed 
Between the Years 1941-1951 
Author :f.!Iean Mean 
Age I.Q. 
Clifford •••• 19-8* 67.55 
Donahue ••••• 26-7* 65.09 
Kellogg ••••• 
** 71.96 McKeon •••••• 21-1 69.31 
McKeon •••••• 21-5 69.69 
Smith ••••••• 23-0 70.86 
Stacey •••••• 24-1 70.07 
* Data not separated by sex . 
** Median given as 22-1. 
Per Cent Years Left Date of 
Married Spec. Class Study 
15.2 1941-48 1950 
34.5 1931-41 1948 
16.0 1927-36 1941 
15.71 1932-42 1944 
24.0 1937-46 1948 
31.58 1937-47 1950 
45.0 1936-46 1951 
Clifford's group .has the lowest percentage of marriages, 
I at 15.2 per cent. Her study was done two years a f ter the 
last class in the group bad left special classes, and nine 
years after the earliest class in t he group had left. She 
states that most of the group bad spent more than three years 
1/ 
in special classes.- The marriage rate of 15.71 per cent in 
McKeon's first study is almost the same as Clifford's • . The 
boys in McKeon's first study had been out of special classes 
from two to twelve years. The mean time spent in s pecial 
1/0p . cit., p.43. 
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1/ 
classes by the group was four years, nine months. 
Kellogg's marriage figure of 16.0 per cent is very close to 
the two studies just mentioned. Here the boys bad been out 
of special classes from five to fourteen years. Their mean 
gj 
time spent in special classes was 3.88 years. The studies 
of Donahue and Stacey revealed the highest marriage rates. 
Donahue's group had been out of special classes from seven 
to seventeen years, and Stacey's group had been out from 
five to fifteen years. The mean time spent in special 
3/ 
classes by Donahue's group was four years, three months, 
while Stacey reports that 89.4 per cent of his group spent 
4/ 
from one to nine years in special classes.- The mean time 
spent in special classes by the group in McKeon's second, 
.2/ 
study is given as slightly more than four years, while for 
6/ 
Smith's group the mean time is two years, ten months. 
1/Ledge Street, op. cit., p.36. 
g/OE• cit., p.57. 
2./0E. cit. , p •. 38. 
~/OE• cit., p.l09. 
5/ComEarative Follow-up, op. cit., p.l78. 
£/OE• cit., p.52. 
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Military.-- Of the studies listed in Table 1, all but 
one was done during or after World War II. McKeon's first 
study was done in the midst of the war years. She found 
that 54.59 per cent of her group had served. or was serving 
in the armed forces. Most of the boys in her group were of 
military a ge at the time of the study, and many of them 
served long and honorably. At the time of the study one of 
the boys had been killed in action. Of the total group, 
18.84 per cent were rejected for service, and 8.70 per cent 
1/ 
were classified as ineligible for service.-
Smith found that 45.62 per cent of his boys had been in 
gj 
or were still in military service. His group had left 
school between 1937 and 1947. This period covered the war 
years completely. Donahue's group, on the other hand, left 
school during the ten years immediately preceding World War 
II. Only 17.8 per cent of her boys had spent time in 
21 
service, while 74 per cent were classed as ineligible. 
Stacey's group left school between 1936 and 1946. 
Military service was experienced by 45.0 per cent of this 
group. Rejected for service were 23.7 per cent, while almos 
one third of the group was ineligible for service because of 
4/ 
age. 
1/Ledge Street, op. cit., p.28. 
2/0p. cit., p.37. 
2/0p. cit., p.43. 
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Over 22 per cent of the boys in Stacey's study who bad been 
in m111 tary service had_ reached posi tiona of author! ty over 
others (by reaching non-commissioned rank). 
1/ 
Butler- attempted to trace the military adjustment of II 
147 boys who entered the service from the Sonoma State Home, 
in Eldridge, California. He was successful with 68 per cent t 
of the cases. He found that 25 per cent of the group had 
been referred for psychiatric treatment a ometime during the1 
service, and 25 per cent bad been discharged as unfit for 
service. Only seven per cent was reported as having been 
discharged after satisfactory service. The Army had :taken 
72 per cent of the group, and the State Guard bad taken 10 
per cent. 
As in industry, the number of mentally retarded boys 
in military service appears to exist in proportion to the 
manpower needs of a given period. It is clear, however, 
that sizeable numbers of retardates have served their 
country, and. by so doing have made contributions to its 
welfare. 
Delinquency.-- Clifford states that the school record; 
of each boy in her group was checked for any notes on 
delinquency. When a charge was found the boy's name was 
sent to the probation officer for specific information. Via 
this method she classifies 8.91 per cent of the group as 
1/Loc. cit. 
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delinquent, and 91.09 per cent as non-delinquent. Two boys 
had a total of eleven charges in juvenile court, and ei?ht 
boys had a total of seventeen charges in police court. 
The validity of the reported percentages would seem to depend. 
upon tbe degree of accuracy to which the school records 
reflect the actual number of offenders. 
Kellogg's group, 
2/ 
Of 35 per cent bad. court records. In 
Smi tb' s study approximately 16 per cent bad. juvenile court 
. 21 
records, while no figure was given for police court. In 
her first study McKeon reported 24.29 per cent of the group 
as delinquent. In juvenile court 38 boys had 110 charges. 
Five of these boys, plus thirteen others, bad a total of 83 
4/ 
charges in police court.- Stacey's boys had a delinquency 
recor d constituting 40.4 per cent of the group. Included 
in this figure were offenses recorded at attendance offices, 
5/ 
as well as at juvenile and police courts. The recorded 
offenses in these stud.ies ranged from minor charges such as 
truancy, to major charges involving criminal actions. In 
most of the studies offenses involving larceny were recorded 
170E• cit., pp.48-53. 
2/0:e. cit., p.66. 
,2/0:e. cit., pp. 58-60. 
4/0J2. cit., pp.38-45. 
5/0~ -· cit., PP .58-68 • 
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I 
more often than any other type charge. Relatively small 
percentages of boys had most of . the total numbers of charges I 
recorded against them. M:ost of the boys with delinquency 
records had only one charge. Little indication was given as 
to whether the recorded offenses took place while the boys 
were still in special classes, or whether they occurred. afte) 
leaving. Information of this nature might be helpful in 
evaluating the effectiveness of a school program. 
A long-term follow.;..up.-..: To this point studies have beeJ 
reported upon which were done wfthin a period of from two to 
ship to be close to the national average. Homes visited 
ranged from filthy shacks to costly new houses with land-
scaped grounds. Three qUarters of the subjects lived in 
single-family homes. Over one half owned or were buying 
their own homes. It was not expected by the investigator, 
29 
however, that all would succeed in paying for them. The I 
marital and offspring rate was found to be .below the national! 
average. The intelligence levels of the children were 
largely in the average range, with only a few histories of 
special class placement. Of the males in the study, 46.66 
per cent had civil court records. Charles sums up his 
1/ 
findings as follows:-
. I 
"With maturity the subjects have been able to 
profit from improved economic conditions and have become' ~ 
more self-sufficient •••• t heir children have fared bette 
intellectually and academically than did the subjects 
themselves. 
"The great variations in the present abilities and. I 
achievements of the subjects should dispel any notion ! 
that persons who give evidence of low ability in child- I 
hood develoP. and perform according to a rigid. 
stereotype. 1 
While Charles did not claim any actual improvement of 
native intelligence, he suggested that many children who are 
mentally deficient can develop into self-sufficient and 
desirable citizens. 
1/Ibid . -
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CHAPTER IV 
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY 
1. General F'indings 
Intelligence.-- The range of the intelligence quotients 
.· ' 
of the boys in the present study is from 56 to 93. The mean 
I.Q. is 73.74 and the standard deviation is 8.44. 
Twenty nine, or almost two thirds of the boys had intelli-
gence quotients between sixty six and eighty. 
Table 2. Frequency Distribution of the 
Intelligence Quotients of the 
Boys in the Study 
I.Q. Number of Boys 
90-94............. 2 
85-89............. 4 
80-84....... . . . . . . 6 
75-79············· 15 
70-74............. 8 
65-69............. 7 
60-64............. 7 
55-59 ••.•••••••.•• ------~1~----------
Total........... 50 
Mean............ 73.74 
Median.......... 73.25 
S.D............. -8.44 
Of the six boys with I.Q.'s above 84, one was in the 
Navy; one was in the Army, with a civilian record of arrest 
on suspicion of breaking and entering (subsequently 
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dismissed). One was a packer in a plastics factory. One 
was a last puller in a footwear factory. Another was a 
floorboy in the same factory, and the last was a 11 drifter." 
On several occasions he bad been kept overnight by the 
police as a "lodger." 
-Of the 10 boys with I.Q.'s of 65 or below, five were 
employed full time, one of these having a lengthy police 
record as a "drunk." Of the five who were unemployed, one 
was collecting unemployment benefits, while three were 
ineligible to do so. One boy was in an institution for the 
mentally deficient. 
Chronological information.--
Table 3. Time Spent in Special Classes 
by the Boys in the Study 
Years in Class Number of Boys 
7.0.......... 1 6.0.......... 1 
5.0.......... 3 4.0.......... 3 3.0.......... 11 
2.5.......... 3 2.0.......... 17 1.5.......... 1 
1.0 • • • • • • • • • • __ __..1 ..... 0 ____ _ 
Total...... 50 
Mean....... 2.5 
Most of the boys had been assigned to special classes 
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--
after periods of .failure in regular grades. Some had not 
been sent to special classes until the last year before 
they reached the legal age for leaving school. The time 
spent in special classes ranged from one to ·seven years, 
with a mean of 2.5 years. 
Table 4. Frequency Distribution of the Boys 
According to Age on Leaving Special 
Classes, and Number of Years Out of 
Special Classes 
Years Out Left at Left After Total 
of Class Age 16 Age 16 
1 . .......... 4 0 4 
2 • ••...•••.• 4 3 7 
3 • .•••••..•. 3 0 3 
4 . .......... 8 0 8 
5 . .. . ....... ' 3 0 3 
6 •••••••••• .• 7 0 7 
7 . .......... 7 1 8 
8 ••••••••••• 3 1 4 
9 ••••••••••• 0 0 0 
10 . •...•...• · 5 0 5 
11 •••• ••.••• 1 0 1 
Total ••••• 45 5 50 
Mean • •••••••••• -• ••••••••••••••••••• 5-3 
The mean number of years out of special classes is 5.3. 
The boys have been out of special classes from a minimum of 
one year to a maximum of eleven years. Most left at age 16. 
None left prior to age 16. The sample was picked only from 
boys who had left at or after the age of 16. 
The present a ges of the boys rang~ from 16 years, 10 
months, to 26 years, 2 months, as shown in Table 5. 
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Table 5. Frequency Distribution of the 
Ages of the Boys at the Time 
of the Study 
From Age 
25-7 
24•7 
23-7 
22-7 
21-7 
20-7 
19-7 
18-7 
17-7 
16-7 
To Age 
26-6 
25-6 
24-6 
23-6 
22-6 
21-6 
20-6 
19-6 
18-6 
17-6 
Number of Boys 
1 
6 
2 
2 
7 
7 
4 
9 
4 
8 
Total......... 50 
Mean Age. • • • • • 20-4 
The mean a ge for the group is 20 years, 4 months. 
Twenty five of the boys, or 50.0 per cent, are under twenty 
one years of age. The median age fs 20 years, 7 months. 
Table 6. The Whereabouts of tbe Boys 
at the Time of the Study 
Location Number Per Cent 
Fitchburg •••••••• 41 82.0 
Outside Fitchburg 1 2.0 
Out of state ••••• 2 4.0 
Military service. 5 10.0 
Institutions ••••• 1 2.0 
Total •••••••••• 50 100.0 
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Of those who were living in or just outside of 
Fitchburg , all but one had lived in the same tO\'In while 
attending special classes in Fitchburg . The one exception 
i'ras married and had recently moved to an adjoining city. Of 
the two boys living out of state, one was living with an 
uncle and was working for him. The other was married and 
had originally come from a southern state. He had moved 
' 
back to his native state to take a job. 
2. Social Findings 
:r:Iarital information.-- Table 7 presents data on the 
marital status of the boys in the study. 
Twenty 
Table 7. The Marital Status of 
the Boys in the Study 
Status Number Per Cent 
Married ••• 12 24.0 
Single •••• 38 76.0 
Total ••• 50 100.0 
four per cent of the boys have married. 
lower than the marriage rate of the city as a whole. 
This 
1/ 
According to the 1950 census, of a population of 15,565 
is 
males over 14 years of age, 10,452, or a pproximately 66 per 
!/U.S. Department of Commerce, Census of Population: 1950, 
Volume 2, Characteristics of the Population, Part 21, 
Massachusetts, Washington, D.C., 1951. 
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cent were married. Marriage figures by a ge groups are not 
available. 
Table 8. Number of Offspring 
in the Narried, Group 
Number Number Total 
VJB.rried. Offspring Offspring 
3 •••...•• 0 0 
5 •.•••••• 1 5 
3 •••••.•• 2 6 
1 •..••••• 4 4 
Total •••••••••••••••• l5 
The number of married boys who had children was nine, 
or 75 per cen t of the married group. The Childrens• a ges 
ranged. from six months to four years. 
Table 9. Length of Time Between Leaving 
Special Classes, and ~arriage 
Married Within Number Per Cent 
of Boys 
2 years •••••••••••• 2 16.67 
3 years ••••••••••• .• 3 25.00 
5 years •••••••••••• 1 8.33 
6 years •••••••••••• 5 4J..67 
8 years •••••••••••• 1 8.33 
Total •••••••••••• 12 100.00 
Median ••••••••••• 5.5 Years 
Fifty per cent of the married boys were married within 
five and one half years after leaving s pecial classes. The 
remainder were married within eight years after leaving . 
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length of time they had been married ranged from one month 
to seven years. 
Of the boys who 't'lere married, 83.33 per cent opera ted 
their own households. This is compared to a 1950 city-wide 
. 1/ 
figure of ja.pproxima tely 95 per cent. One of the married 
boys was serving in the Navy, and his wife was living with 
her mother. Another boy had lodged his wife and children 
with relatives during most of his married life. All of the 
married households visited. were in rented tenements. Most 
were located in or near industrialized sections of the city. 
!•fany of the couples had settled close to in-laws, either on 
the same street, or in the same building. About one half of 
the buildings in which the married boys were living were in 
poor repair. Many were in tenement blocks that had been 
erected close to the beginning of the present century. 
Outside stair cases and hallways were often dilapidated and 
dirty. By constrast, the insides of most homes were clean, 
neat, and had a well-cared-for appearance. Most of the homes 
contained considerable numbers of the latest electrical 
appliances and home equipment. When complimented on their 
handsome furnishings many of the married people remarked to 
the effect that the articles had been bought on time payments 
and were not yet paid for. Television sets were frequently 
located in kitchens. The sets were turned on most of the day 
1/Census of PoPulation, Loc. cit. 
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It is felt by this writer that these people are highly 
suseptible to advertising media such as this. When ques-
tioned as to why a particular item had been purchased, the 
answer was frequently, 11 0h, we saw it on T.V." 
The children of the married couples seemed to be well 
cared for. Babies ~tere displayed proudly, and mothers were 
eager to ,talk about them. The timing of this study made it 
impractical to search for information about the childrens' 
intelligence, as the oldestwas only four years ·Of age. To 
the casual eye of this observer, all of the children seem to 
be well developed, and appear to have degrees of motor 
coord.ina tion commensurate with their chronological ages. 
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was 
The 
Table 10. Frequency Distribution of the I.Q. 1 s 
of the Married Group and the 
Unmarried Group 
. - -
I.Q. Married Unmarried Total 
. - . 
90-94 ••••••• 1 1 2 
85-89 ••••••• 1 3 5 
80-84 •• '• •••• 3 3 6 
75-79 ••••••• 3 12 15 
70-74 ••••••• 3 5 8 
65-69 ••••••• 1 6 7 
60-64 ••••••• 0 7 7 
55-59 ••••••• 0 1 1 
Total ••••• 12 38 50 
Mean •••••• 78.08 72-37 
S.D ••••••• 6.97 8.40 
mean intelligence quotient for the married group 
78.08. For the unmarried group the mean was 72.37. 
There is a statistically significant difference between the 
1/ 
means, at the five per cent level of confidence.-
t= (1-..- X~) k. kL(k,+ k2.- z) (2: x>~ xJ(k 1+L) 
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Living arrangements.-- Table 11 lists the living 
arrangements that had been made by the boys at the time of 
the study. 
The 
Table 11. Living Arrangements of 
the Boys at the Time of 
the Study 
Arrangement Number Per Cent 
of Boys 
Rented 
apartment ••••• 11 22.0 
Rented room ••• 1 2.0 
Living \'ti th 
parents ••••••• 32 64.0 
Institutions •• 1 2.0 
Military 
service ••••••• 5 10.0 
Total ••••••• ·so 100.0 
majority of t he boys, 64.0 per cent, were living 
with t heir parents. The next largest category was living 
in rent ed apartments. These were mostly t he married boys. 
Many of the boys who were living with parents were treated 
as c hildren, even t hough the boys may have had good jobs and 
steady work histories. Many of the parent-boy relationships 
were close ones, and appeared to provide a measure of 
security for the boys. In some cases · the roles of parents 
seemed to be submissive one, with the boys dominating the 
relationships. In instances such as this, without exception 
the boys had sporadic work records and questionable social 
adjustment. 
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Leisure time activity.-- Over two thirds of the boys 
bad access to television se·ts. With but one exception all 
of these boys said they watched television regularly. No 
attempt was made to gather extensive data on leisure time 
activities, because it was not felt that the nature of the 
area lent itself to quantification. Answers as to the time 
spent in specific activities were vague and impossible to 
validate. About two thirds of the group said that they 
engaged in one or more of the following activities: 
Sports: bowling, basketball, gymnastics, fishing, 
hunting, roller skating, weightlifting. 
Hobbies: playing bugle, saxophone or drums; caning 
chairs, dancing, working with tape recorder, riding motor-
cycle, working on cars. 
Two of the boys belonged to a drum and bugle corps. 
They were quite active in the corps' activities. The 
organization had won many prizes in state-wide competitions, 
and the boys proudly displayed pictures of themselves in 
uniform alongside other members of the corps. About 30 
per cent of the boys reported membership in local social 
clubs. None reported taking any definite role in club 
activities other than attending meetings and social events. 
Seven of the boys, or 14 .o per cent, belonged, to the National 
Guard or the Army Reserve. It was not feasible to validate 
answers about church attendance, but Table 12 lists the 
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replies of the boys to the question of how often they 
attended church. 
Table 12. Church Attendance, as 
Reported by the Boys 
Attends Church Number 
Boys 
Regularly ••••••••••• 28 
Occasionally........ 7 
Seldom.............. 7 
Never............... 6 
No reply •••••••••••• __ -=2 ______ _ 
Total ••••••••••••• 50 
I,iotor vehicle operation.-- Fifty per cent of the boys 
had motor vehicle operator's licenses at the time of the 
study. This is compared to the 66.67 per cent of the boys 
1/ 
in Stacey's study, who had. licenses to drive.- Of the boys 
in the present study who had. licenses, 36 per cent had 
records of motor vehicle law violations, exclusive of 
offenses. Eight per cent of the boys who did not or never 
had licenses had been involved in motor vehicle law viola-
2/ 
tiona. Selling- says that faulty attention is the main 
problem with feeble minded drivers. He feels that the na 
of mental retardation precludes consistently safe driving 
by most retardates. He takes a position for rigid control 
I?QP. cit., p.46. 
2/L.S. Selling, "Feeble Minded Drivers, 11 American Journal of 
Mental Deficiency (October, 1943), 47:337-341. 
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of the issuance of licenses to these people. He recommends 
registering all who have been in institutions, or classified 
as feeble minded by schools or clinics. He would have these 
files made available to the license-issuing divisions of 
state governments, so that these individuals could be refus 
licenses, " •••• with the right of an appeal if the person or 
1/ 
his relatives felt that there was some lack of justice." . 
Selling also recommends that an interview be constructed, 
consisting of standardized questions and. answers, to be 
administered. by the inspector, " •••• so that those who failed 
to give these answers •••• can be checked by the psychologi-
2/ 
cally trained personnel."- Aside from questions of validity 
questions arise as to whether the mentally retarded would be 
the only segment of the population {if they would at all) to 
be identified by this proposed instrument. 
,!/Ibid. 
£/Ibid. 
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Table 13. Data on Cars Owned by 18 Boys 
Year Make Number 
Model of Car of Owners 
1949 ••••••• Chevrolet 2 
Dodge 1 
1950 ••••••• Buick 1 
Ford 1 
Mercury 1 
1951 ••••••• Chevrolet 1 
Dodge 1 
Ford 2 
1952 ••••••• Oldsmobile 1 
1953 ••••••• Chevrolet 1 
Nash 1 
1954 ••••••• Oldsmobile 1 
1955 ••••••• Ford 1 
Pontiac 1 
Lincoln 1 
1956 ••••••• Chevrolet 1 
Total ..• . •......•..•.•.....• 18 
Median Ca~ Age •••••••••••••• 7 Years 
Eighteen boys owned cars. This constituted 36.0 per 
cent of the boys in the study. Of the car-owning group 
50.57 per cent reported that their cars were fully paid for. 
The nel'lest car was two years old, and the oldest car was 
nine years old. The median age of the cars was seven years. 
3. Military Findings 
In collecting data pertaining to military service, this 
writer did not bave access to official files. Information 
was gained. from each subject. It was checked for validity 
mainly through the writer's own knowledge of questioning 
techniques for boys of this type, and through knowledge of 
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military affairs gained. by time spent in service by the 
writer himself. 
Of the 
Table 14. The Military History of 
the Total Group 
.... 
Status Number Per Cent 
Boys 
\!/'ere called or 
volunteered .••••• 23 46.0 
Not called •••••• 26 52.0 
Deferred •••••••• 1 •2 .o 
Total ••••••••• 50 100.0 
total group, 46.0 per cent either volunteered 
for service or were called by selective service boards. 
Table 15 describes the disposition of these boys. The 52.0 
per cent who were not called were either below draft age, 
or bad. not yet been called. because of low selective service 
quotas. Reference to Table 5 will show that 50 per cent of 
the total group was under 21 years of age at the time of the 
study. During and. prior to the period in which this stud.y 
was conducted, selective service calls were taking men in 
the oldest legal age brackets. 
Of those who were called or volunteered for service, 
56 .52 per cent were accepted. for service, and 43 .48 per cent 
were rejected. Those who were accepted constituted 26.0 per 
cent of the total group of boys in the study. 
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Table 15. The Disposition of Those Boys 
Who Were Called or Volunteered 
for Service 
Disposition Number Per Cent 
Boys 
Accepted for 
service ••••••••••• 13 56.52 
Rejected •••••••••• 10 43.48 
Total ••••••••••• 23 100.00 
Of the 10 boys who were rejected, nine were turned 
d.own by selective service boards, and one was turned. down 
when he volunteered to enlist. 
As 
Table 16. Frequency Distribution of the 
I.Q.'s of the Accepted Group 
and the Rejected Group 
I.Q. 
90-94 •••••••• 
85-89 •••••••• 
80-84 •••••••• 
75-79 •••••••• 
Accepted 
Group 
2 
1 
1 
5 
70-74 •••••••• 2 2 
65-69 ••••••••• 2 
60-64 •••••••• 0 
55-59 ..•..... 0 
Total •••••• 13 
Mean ••••••• 77.15 
S.D •••••••• 8.07 
Table 16 shows, the mean 
Rejected Total 
Group 
0 2 
0 1 
l 2 
3 8 
2 4 
2 4 
l l 
1 l 
10 23 
70.90 
7.68 
I.Q. for the accepted group 
was 77.15, and for the rejected · group, 70.90. This differ-
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ence did not prove to be significant below the 10 per cent 
level of confidence. 
Table 17. The Marital Status of the Accepted Group 
and of the Rejected Group 
Marital Accepted Per Cent Rejected Per Cent 
Status Group Group 
-
Married ••• 6 46.14 3 30.0 
Single •••• 7 53.86 7 70.0 
Total ••• 13 100.00 10 100.0 
Of t he group that wa s accepted for service, 46.15 per 
cent were married. Of t he rejected group, 30.0 per cen t 
were married. 
Table 18. A Break -down of t he Time Spent in Military Service 
Time in Service 
Branch of 6 l•los. 1 to 2 2 to 3 Over 3 Total 
Service to 1 Yr. Years Years Years 
Army •••••••• 4 4 8 
Navy •••••••• 1 1 
Air Force ••• 1 2 3 
Coast Guard. 1 1 
Total ••••• 5 1 7 13 
The four boys who spent six months in the Army did so 
under the Army Six-Month Training Program. They are now 
back in civilian life, and they take part in weekly drills 
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with the National Guard or with the Army Reserve. The boy 
in the Coast Guard trained under a similar program. 
Table 19. The Highest Ranks Attained in Military Service by 
the Boys 
Highest Rank Attained* 
Branch of Private Private Private First Corporal 
Service ~E-1} ~E-2~ Class ~ E-2} ~E-4} 
Army ••• .- ••••••• 3 4 1 
Navy ••••••••••• l 
Air Force •••••• 1 1 1 
Coast Guard .•••• l 
Total •••••••• 6 5 2 
*Equated to Army ranks; pay gracles are the same for all 
services. 
Two of the boys reached pay grade E-4. In the Army 
this rank is called "Corporal," and in the Air Force it is 
called "Airman First Class." These are both positions of 
minor authority. 
Table 20 describes the duties that were performed by 
the boys while in the service. It is not uncommon for a 
person to perform more than one type of duty while in the 
service, for the needs of the services vary, and men are 
often shifted. The work done by the boys ranges over a Wide 
area. The most elemental type of duty l'las that of "trainee. 
This was the primary duty of the boys who entered under 
special training programs. The most complex type of work 
performed was that of artilleryman and mortar gunner. These 
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*···----·-' 
jobs require a good basic knowledge of arithmetic, plus the 
ability to read, interpret, and apply information contained 
in standard.ized. firing tables. Questioning by this writer, 
who has some experience in these areas, convinced him of the 
validity of the replies. 
Table 20. Duties Performed in Service 
by Boys in the Study 
Type of Duty Performed Number 
Boys 
Artilleryman............... 1 
Boiler worker.............. 1 Cook....................... 1 
Dispatcher................. 1 
Hospital orderly........... 1 
Laundry worker............. 1 
Mechanic....... • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
Mortar gunner.............. 1 
Seaman. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
TI'ainee. • • • • • • . • . • • . • . . . • • • 5 
Truck driver............... 1 
The same boy held both the position of dispatcher, in a 
motor pool, and of mortar gunner. He had attained the rank 
of corporal by the time of his discharge. Another boy 
served in the Navy as a seaman and as a laundry worker. 
4. Further Ed.ucation 
Of the entire group, only six per cent have enrolled in 
formal educational courses subsequent to leaving special 
classes. At the time of the study none of the boys had 
completed a course. This is in sharp contrast to McKeon's 
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1/ 
first study where over 20 per cent of the boys went on to 
f'urther formal education within the school system. It is 
obvious t hat a large city can more easily provide facilities 
of this nature t han can a small city. Yet the almost total 
lack of further schooling of any type among the Fitchburg 
boys suggests that there is much to be done in t his area. 
5. Delinquency Findings 
With t he steadily rising rate of juvenile crime, it is 
natural to suspect t hat the mentally retarded will fi gure 
prominently in the statistics. The following table 
summarizes t he delinquency findings for t his group . 
Table 21. Total Delinquents of the Group 
Source of Records Number Per Cent 
Boys 
Juvenile Court •••••• 2 4.0 
Police Court •••••••• 10 20.0 
Both Courts ••••••••• 2 4.0 
To"ta.l ••••••••••••• 14 28.0 
As Table 21 shows, 28.0 per cent of the boys have 
records of delinquency. These records were acquired after 
the boys had left special classes. Of t he 14 boys who bad 
records, four had records dating back to before they had lef 
special classes. These were the only boys in the stud,y who 
1/Ledge Street, op. cit., pp .32-35. 
50 
had accumulated records prior to leaving special classes. 
The figure of 28.0 per cent in this study is compared 
to Kellogg's ra. te of slightly more than one third of her 
1/ . g/ 
group, in 1941, McKeon's 24.29 per cent in 1944, 
21 
Donahue's 26.09 
4/ 
cent in 1951. 
per cent in 1948, and Stacey's 40.4 per 
These studies were done over a period of 
17 years prior to the present study. On the surface, at 
least, it would not appear that the delinquency rate among 
young people of this type has kept pace with the widely 
publicized, steadily mounting rate of juvenile crime. It 
must be acknowledged, of course, that the quoted fi BUres are 
quite large in all of the studies mentioned. 
1/Loc. cit. 
2/Ledge Street, loc. cit. 
3/0Q. cit., p.67. 
,1/Loc. cit. This figure is higher than the others because 
it contained truancy offenses recorded at attendance offices. 
Boston University 
.School of Education 
Library 
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Table 22. Charges Recorded at Juvenile Court 
Against Four Boys 
Charge Number of 
Charges 
Carrying revolver w/o 
permit.... . . . . . . . . • • . . . . • . . . • 1 
Driving to endanger~......... 1 
Driving w/o license •••••• ~··· 1 
Larceny. . . . . . . . . . • . . • . . . . • . . . 1 
Lewd person.................. 1 
Loitering.................... 1 
Willful malicious injury 
to property •••••••••••••••••• ----~1~-------
Total. . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 7 
Of the seven charges listed in Table 22, one boy had 
two charges, and . another had three. 
Table 23 breaks down the charges against each boy in 
juvenile court. 
Table 23. The Number of Charges Recorded 
at Juvenile Court Against Each 
of Four Offenders 
Number ot: Number Total Number 
Charges of Boys of Charges 
1 . ......•...... 2 2 
2 • ••••••••••••• 1 2 
3 • .••.•.••••••• 1 2 
Total •••••••• 4 7 
The boy with two charges later acquired a record in 
police court, along with one of the boys who had one charge. 
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Table 24. Charges Recorded at Police Court Against 12 Boys 
Charge 
To'ta,l ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
The most frequently occurring charge was drunkeness, 
which appeared 12 times and accounted for 26.09 per cent of 
the charges. Offenses involving larceny were second, 
appearing 11 times and representing 23.91 per cent of the 
charges. Together, these two types of offenses accounted 
for 50.0 per cent of the charges. 
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Table 25. The Number of Charges Recorded 
at Police Court Against Each 
of 12 Offenders 
Number of Number Total Number 
Charges of Boys of Charges 
1 ••••.••••••• 6 6 
2 •••••••••••• 1 2 
3 ..••..•.•••• 1 3 
5 •••••••••••• 1 5 
6 •••••••••• .•• 1 6 
10 •••••••• ·• •• 1 10 
14 •••••.••••• 1 14 
Total •••••• 12 46 
One of the boys had 14 charges in police court. This 
constituted 30.43 per cent of the total number of charges 
in Tables 24 and 25. Another boy had 10 charges, or 21.74 
per cent of the total. A third boy bad six charges, 
per cent of the total. Altogether these three boys accoun 
for 65.21 per cent of the police court charges. None of 
these boys had records in juvenile court, subsequent to 
leaving special classes. 
Of the boy who had 10 charges against him, eight were 
for drunket;J.ess. This boy was not married. He. was living at 
home, and was employed full time as a machinist. The home 
atmosphere appeared to be one of acceptive-submissiveness on 
the part of the parents. They 11 just don't know what to do 
with that boy," and they asked this investigator for advice. 
Reference to Table 25 will show that six of the boys, 
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or 50.0 per cent of the group in question, had only one 
charge each recorded against them in police court. Of the 
boy with 14 charges, six involved larceny, and four were 
motor vehicle law violations. He lived with his family. 
The home atmosphere appeared. to be one of rejective-
submissiveness on the part of the parents. The boy and his 
brothers were well known to neighbors and police for being 
on the streets at all hours of the day and night. A younger 
brother had twice been committed to a training school. The 
boy in question had a long but sporadic work record. In the 
five years that had elapsed. since leaving special classes, 
this boy accounted for 32 different jobs. He bad left most 
of them because of trouble with employers or fellow workers. 
He had spent time in an institution for reform, serving 
several one-year sentences concurrently. 
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Table 26. Disposition of Seven Cases in Juvenile 
Court, and. 46 Cases in Police Court 
Disposition Juvenile Police Total 
of Cases Court Court Cases 
Dismissed ••••••••• 9 9 
Filed . ............ 3 7 10 
Fined .......••.••• 1 13 14 
Institutionalized 
Reform •••••••••• 4 4 
Mental •••••••••• 1 1 
Probation ••••••••• 3 12 15 
Total . ...... · •••. 7 46 53 
Only two boys spent time in reform institutions. One 
of them, previously mentioned, served three one-year 
sentences concurrently. The boys who were fined paid a tota. 
of $405.00. The smallest fine. v1as $5.00 for a drunkeness 
charge, and the largest was $200.00 for tbe possession of 
obscene pictures. The median fine was $15.00. 
One of the boys, married and a father, paid a total of 
$115.00 in fines within a three-month period. His largest 
single fine was $75.00 for driving under the influence of 
liquor. He maintained his own household, but this writer 
classed it as the poorest home in the married group. 
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Table 27. Frequency Distribution of the 
I.Q.'s of Those Having One 
Charge, and Those Having More 
Than One Charge 
I.Q. One I'-1-ore Than Total 
Charge One Charge BOI:S 
90-94 •••••••• 0 1 1 
85-89 •••••••• 1 2 3 
80-84 •••••••• 0 2 2 
75-79 ........ 1 2 3 
70-74 •••••••• 1 0 1 
65-69 •••••••• 1 1 2 
60-64 •••••••• 1 1 2 
Total •••••• 5 9 14 
Mean ••••••• 73.40 78.78 
S.D •••••••• 9.64 12.29 
Table 27 lists the intelligence quotients of the group 
that had only one charge each, compared to the group that 
had more than one charge each. The mean I.Q. for the group 
with one charge each was 73.40. The mean for the other gr 
was 78.78. This difference did not prove to be statisticall 
significant. 
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6. Vocational Findings 
Table 28. General Classification of the Employment 
Status of the Boys at the Time of the 
Study 
Employment Status Number 
of Boys 
Employed 
Full time................ 30 
Part time................ 2 
Unemployed 
Per Cent 
60.0 
4.0 
Receiving unemployment 
benefits................. 2 4.0 
Not receiving benefits... 10 20.0 
Military service........... 5 10.0 
Institutionalized •••••••••• ---=1~--------=2-·~o ____ _ 
Total. . • • . . . . • . • . • • • . . . . • 50 100.0 
Of the 12 boys reported as unemployed, none was married. 
Eleven were living at home with their parents, and one was 
living by himself in a rented room. He was collecting 
unemployment benefits at the time. The total unemployment 
figure of 24.0 per cent is higher than the rate for the City 
of Fitchburg was in the first quarter of 1958. In that 
period the city had been classified as a "Class D" labor 
1/ 
surplus area by the United States Department of Labor. By 
definition this meant that between 6.0 and 8.9 per cent of 
the total available labor force was unemployed. The boys who 
were unemployed at the time of the study had been out of 
]:/The Fitchburg Sentinel 0-ia.rch 28, 1958), 120:1, (Column 5). 
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special classes from one to ten years. The mean time out of 
special classes was four years, and the median was two years 
six months. 
mean 
did 
Table 29. Frequency Distribution of the I.Q.'s 
of Those Who Were Employed Full Time 
and Those Who Were Unemployed at the 
Time of the Study · 
I.Q. Employed Unemployed Total 
Full Time Bozs 
86-90 ... ........ 2 1 3 
81-85 ..•••..•••. 6 0 6 
76 -so . .......... 5 2 7 
71-75 ........... 6 2 8 
66-70 . .......•.. 6 3 9 
61-65 . .......... 5 3 8 
56-60 . .......... 0 1 1 
Total ••••••••• 30 12 42 
!.[ean •••••••••• 74.53 69.50 
S.D •• ••••••••• 7.56 8.07 
The mean I .Q. for the employed group was 74.53. The 
for the unemployed group was 69.50. This difference 
not prove to be statistically significant. 
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Table 30. The Occupations of the Boys Who Were 
Employed Full Time, and the 
Corresponding Occupational Code 
Numbers 1/ 
Occupation Code Number Number of 
Bo s 
Back tend.er •••••••••• 6-41.420 1 
Bottle washer •••••••• 9-68.50 l 
Bottom filler •••••••• 6-61.913 2 
Cam boy •••••••••••••• 9-88.40 1 
Factory helper ••••••• 8-94.65 2 
Floor boy •••••••••••• 9-88.40 1 
Foreman in slipper 
factory •••••••••••••• 5-92.131 1 
Frame coverer •••••••• 6-62.191 1 
Frame opener ••••••••• 8-62.01 1 
Glazer ••••••••••••••• 7-77.010 1 
Grocery clerk •••••••• 1-70.10 1 
Handyman ••••••••••••• 9-89 .96 1 
Head storekeeper ••••• l-38.51 1 
Last puller •••••••••• 6-61.771 1 
Leather cutter ••••••• 4-62.020 1 
Machinist •••••••••••• 4-75.010 l 
Molder ••••••••••••••• 5-10.014 3 
Packer ••••••••••••••• 9-68.30 1 
Plastic worker, 
general •••••••••••••• 8-51.41 2 
Set-up man ••••••••••• 7-83.326 1 
Skiver ••••••••••••••• 6-62.120 1 
Truck driver ••••••••• 7-36.250 2 
Vulcanizer ••••••••••• 7-89.430 1 
Wire drawer •••••••••• 4-88.511 l 
Tot,a,l ••••••••••.••••••••.•••.•••.••• 30 
Of the boys who were employed at the time of the study, 
83.33 per cent were working for manufacturing types of 
businesses. This is higher than the 1953 figure of 50.4 per 
1:/U.S. Employment Service, Dictionary of Occupational Titles, 
Volume 1, Definitions of Titles, Washington, D.C., 1949. 
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1/ 
cent for the general IDPUlation. As most of the boys were I 
working at semiskilled or unskilled jobs, it is not surpris-
ing to fino so many of them in factories, for this is where 
a great deal of such jobs are to be found. 
At least two boys were employed in supervisory 
capacities. One was a foreman in a slipper factory. He was 
earning about $85.00 per week. The other was in charge of 
a warehouse for a utility company. He was earning about 
$80.00 per week. One boy was a wire drawer in a wire mill. 
His duties consisted of guiding the wire as it was being 
pulled through the drawing machines. The wire is constantly 
under high tension and frequently snaps, lending a degree of 
danger to the job. One of this boy's duties was to pull 
broken ends of wire through the machines until the process 
could be begun again. The turnover rate for this job was 
the highest in the factory, but this boy, proud of his job, 
had been at it longer than any other worker. His average 
weekly wage was about $72.00. 
Although Fitchburg is a city with diversified industria 
the jobs held by these boys tended to concentrate in a 
relatively small number of places. Many had taken jobs in 
shops located close to home, where relatives had worked or 
were working. In some cases several generations of a family 
1/Ra.lph G. ¥fells (Editor), New England Community Statistical 
Abstracts, Bureau of Business Research1 Boston University College of Business Administration, 1943, p.l25. 
I 
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had worked in the same factory, so a job there was considere 
the natural step to take after leaving school. 
Table 31. Methods of Obtaining Present Jobs 
as Reported by 30 Boys 
Method Number Per Cent 
Obtained of Boys 
Through relatives •••• 10 33.33 
Through friends •••••• 10 33.33 
Public employment 
agencies ••••••••••••• 1 3·33 
Personal application. 9 30.00 
Total . .•........... 30 99.99 
Table 31 shows that two thirds of the boys who v1ere 
employed at the time of the study obtained their jobs either 
through relatives or friends. A common reply when asked as 
to how a job was obtained was, "Oh, my mother got me in." 
In cases vthere rela ti vee or friends "got them in, 11 vocational 
adjustment seemed satisfactory. The boys were often 
subjected to teasing (by relatives, as well as by other 
fellow workers), but they ~ppeared to ,take it in good humor, 
and accept it as part of the job. In only a fevT cases where 
a boy was working alongside relatives or friends were there 
instances of job failure. 
Of the entire group in the study, 86.0 per cent reported 
that they bad obtained their first jobs within one month 
after leaving special classes. A great many had bad jobs 
vtai ting for them upon leaving school. 
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Table 32. Time Spent Worlcing Since Leaving 
Special Classes 
Per Cent of Number 
Time Worked of Boys 
Per Cent 
of Boys 
100%............... 19 38.0 
80%............... 5 10.0 
60%............... 10 20.0 
40%............... 6 12.0 
20%··············· 8 16.0 Less •••••••••••••• ____ 2__________ 4~·~0 ____ __ 
Total............ 50 100.0 
Sixty eight per cent of the boys have worked sixty per 
cent or more of the time since leaving special classes. 
Thirty eight per cent have worked steadily since leaving. 
Four boys could not trace their work records with any great 
degree of accuracy. Each of them had histories of itinerant 
work over a period of from four to ten years. The only 
tangible fact that could be established. through interviewing 
them was that they had worked 20 per cent of the time or les 
The 46 boys who were able to account for the time they 
had spent working since leaving special classes had worked a 
a total of 143 different jobs. Table 33 on the following 
page gives a detailed breakdown of the number of jobs held 
· by the boys. 
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2.5. 
The 
Table 33. Number of Jobs Held 
by 46 Boys 
Number Number Total 
of Jobs of Boys Jobs 
1 •••••••••• 15 15 
2 •••••••••• 10 20 
3 •••••.•••• 8 24 
4 •••••••••• 8 32 
5 ·• ••••••••• 4 20 
32 ••••••••• 1 :22 
Total •••• 46 143 
Mean ••••• 3 3.11 
!vledian ••• 2.50 
median number of jobs held by 46 of t he boys 
They had a range of jobs from one to 32, with a 
is 
mean 
of 3.11. The boy who bad worked at 32 jobs was described 
1/ 
in an earlier section of this chapter. The most frequent 
reasons given for job -changes were "layoffs. 11 In a town 
such as Fitchburg much of the factory work is seasonal, or 
dependent upon orders from seasonal buyers. At the time of 
the present study most of t he textile mills and many of the 
footwear factories were suffering from a lack of orders. 
This happens at various times, and as a result large segmen 
of the working population feel tbe "pinch ." 
1/See, "Delinquency," Section 5, Chapter IV, p .55. 
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Table 34. Occupations· Performed by 46 Boys, With 
Corresponding Occupational Code Numbers 
Occupation Code Number Number 
of Boys 
Paper industry 
Back tender •••••••••••• 6-41.420 1 
Die printer •••••••••••• 4-42.315 l 
Screen roller •••••••••• 6-4·1.058 l 3 
Footwear industry 
Bottom filler •••••••••• 6-61.913 6 
Floor boy •••••••••••••• 9-88.40 5 
Foreman •••••••••••••••• 5-92.131 l 
Last puller •••••••••••• 6-61.771 3 
Tongue boy ••••••••••••• 8-61.01 3 
Shipping clerk ••••••••• 9-88.40 8 
Tack puller •••••••••••• 6-61.813 2 
Bundle boy ••••••••••••• 9-57.21 4 
I.,a,s ter . ................ 4-61.683 l 
Trimmer •••••••••••••••• 6-61.071 5 
Turn tucker •••••••••••• 6-61.661 2 
Soler •••••••••••••••••• 6-61.331 1 
Assembler •••••••••••••• 6-61.681 l 
Cementer ••••••••••••••• 8-61.01 1 43 
Textile industry 
Baraider ••••••••••••••• 6-19.986 l 
Cam boy • ..•.•.........• 9-88.40 4 
General helper ••••••••• 8-19.01 3 
Doffer ••••••••••••••••• 6-19.166 l 
Presser •••••••••••••••• 9-57.21 4 
Rewinder ••••••••••••••• 6-19.117 1 14 
Plastics industry 
General helper ••••••••• 8-51.41 4 
Molder ••••••••••••••••• 5-10.014 8 
Pa cker • ..••••.••...•.•• 9-68.30 1 
Set-up man ••••••••••••• 7-83.326 1 
Viet tumbler •••••••••••• 8-51.41 l 15 
(concluded on next page) 
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Table 34. (concluded) 
Occupation Ood.e Number Number 
of Boys 
Handbag ind.ustry 
4-62.020 Cutter ••••••••••••••••• 3 
Skiver ••••••••••••••••• 6-62.120 4 
Frame coverer •••••••••• 6-62.191 1 
Frame opener ••••••••••• 8-62.01 1 9 
Machine industry 
General helper ••••••••• 8-94.65 4 
Head storekeeper ••••••• 1-38.51 1 
1-Iac hinist •••••••••••••• 4-75.010 1 
Grinder •••••••••••••••• 6-77.710 1 
Plater . ................ 4-74.010 1 
Riveter •••••••••••••••• 6-95.074 1 
Welder ••••••••••••••••• 4-85.030 1 
Wire drawer •••••••••••• 4-88.511 1 11 
Ivliscellaneous 
Bagger . ............•..• 9-68.01 1 
Bottle washer •••••••••• 9-68 .so 1 
Farm worker •••••••••••• 3-16.10 2 
Fountain boy ••••••••••• 2-27.61 2 
Freight handler •••••••• 9-88 .40 2 
Furniture mover •••••••• 9-49.20 2 
General worker ••••••••• 8-36.01 4 
Glazer ..•............•. 7-77.010 2 
Grocery clerk •••••••••• 1-70.10 1 
Groundskeeper •••••••••• 3-40.04 2 
Helper 
Carpenter •••••••••••• 9-32.01 1 
Trucking ••••••••••••• 9-49.22 2 
Janitor •••••••••••••••• 2-84.10 3 
Laborer 
Construction ••••••••• 9-32.01 8 
General •••••••••••••• 9-89.96 6 
Roofer ....•.....•....•• 7-31.300 2 
Store clerk •••••••••••• 1-70.10 1 
Truck driver ••••••••••• 7-36.250 3 
Trapeze performer •••••• 0-62.23 1 
Vulcanizer ••••••••••••• :z:-82.4:20 2 48_ 
Total . ......................... -...... 143 
Of the 143 jobs listed in Table 34, one, that of 
trapeze performer, was classified. in a professional area by 1 
' 
the Dictionary of Occupational Titles. This boy had travele~ 
with a small circus for over a year. In that time he bad 
developed and performed in a high-wire act. He had been 
active in gymnastics as a boy, and still participates as a 
bobby. Married and a father, he is employed as a foreman in 
a slipper factory. 
Table 35. A Breakdown of the Occupational 
Categories Under Which the 143 
Jobs were Classified 
Area Initial Number Per Cent 
C9de Di5it Jobs 
Professional o- 1 .699 
Clerical •••• 1- 3 2.097 
Service ••••• 2- 5 3.495 
Agricultural 3- 4 2.796 
Skilled ••••• 4- 9 6.921 
• • • • • 5- 9 6.921 
Semiskilled. 6- 32 22.368 
7- 10 6.990 
Unskilled ••• 8- 21 14.679 
• • • 9- 42 ;24.251 
Tot,a,l •••••••.••••••••• 143 99.957 
Almost 80 per cent of the jobs were classified as 
semiskilled or unsltilled. About 14 per cent were classified I 
as skilled. Some boys had held more than one skilled job; 
one boy had held three, and two others bad held two each. 
The three clerical positions were held by different boys. 
Despite the relatively small number of industries in which 
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the boys have been employed, the varied types of jobs 
engaged in suggest a fairly wide spread of interests and 
abilities. 
more 
Table 36. Frequency Distribution of the I.Q.'s 
of Those Who Were Employed 60 Per 
Cent of the Time or I'4ore, and Those 
Who Were Employed Less Than 60 Per 
Cent of the Time 
I.Q. Employed 60% Employed Total 
or More Less 60~ 
90-94 ••••••• 2 0 2 
85-89 ••••••• 3 1 4 
80-84 ••••••• 5 1 6 
75-79 ••••••• 12 3 15 
70-74 ••••••• 5 3 8 
65-69 ••••••• 2 5 7 
60-64 ••••••• 4 3 7 
55-59 ••••••• 1 0 1 
Total ••••• 34 16 50 
Mean •••••• 75.03 70.0 
S.D ••••••• 8.59 7.4o 
Thirty four boys had been employed sixty per cent 
of the time since leaving special classes. Their 
or 
mean 
I .Q. was 75.03. For the 16 boys who bad .been employed less 
than 60 per cent of the time, the mean I.Q. was 70.0. The 
difference between means was almost significant at the five 
per cent level. 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
1. Summary of Findings 
General findings.-- Fifty boys who bad spent at least 
one year in special classes were selected for this study. 
They were chosen randomly from a population of 110 special 
class boys. Information in the study was gathered from 
school records, local social agencies, employers, merchants, 
and personal interviews. The following information of a 
general nature is reported for the group. 
1. The intelligence quotients ranged from 56 to 93. 
The mean I.Q. was 73.74, and the median was 73.25. 
2. The boys had been in special classes from one to 
seven years, with a mean of 2.5 years. 
3. The boys bad been out of school from one to eleven 
years, with a mean of 5.3 years. 
4. The boys all left special classes at the age of 16 
or later. The study was organized to exclude all 
others. 
5. The ages of the boys at the time of the study ranged 
from 16 years, ten months, to 26 years, two months. 
The mean age was 20 years, four months. 
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6. Eighty two per cent of the boys were living in 
Fitchburg or in the immediately surrounding area. 
Two per cent were residing out of the Fitchburg area. 
Four per cent were out of state. Ten per cent were 
in the military service. Two per cent b.ad been 
institutionalized. 
Social findin8§_.-- The following information should 
illustrate that most of the boys had become absorbed into 
the flow of normal life. 
1. Twenty four per cent had married.. This figure is 
lower than that of the city as a whole. 
2. Nine of the boys who had married had children. 
3. The married group had a total of 15 children, with 
ages ranging from six months to four years. 
4. Fifty per cent of the married boys were married 
within five and one half years after leaving special 
classes. The remainder married within eight years. 
5. The length of time the boys had been married ranged 
from one month to seven years. 
6. The mean I.Q. of the married group was 78.08. For 
the unmarried group the mean was 72.37. The 
difference between the means proved to be significan 
at the five per cent level. 
7. Of the boys who were married, 83.33 per cent operated 
their own households. This is lower than the 1950 
city-wide figure of 95 per cent. 
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8. The majority of the boys in the study, or 64.0 per 
cent, were living with their parents or relatives. 
Twenty two per cent were living in rented. apartments. 
9. About two thirds of the group said they engaged in 
one or more sports or bobbies. 
10. Twenty eight per cent reported that they attended 
church regularly. Six per cent said they never 
went to church. 
11. Fifty per cent had motor vehicle operator's 
licenses. 
12. Of the boys who bad licenses, 36 per cent had 
records of motor vehicle law violations, exclusive 
of parking offenses. 
13. Eight per cent of the boys who did not have 
operator's licenses. had been involved in motor 
vebicle law violations. 
14. Thirty six per cent of the boys owned cars. The 
ages of the cars ranged from two to nine years, 
with a median age of seven years. 
15. Of the car-owning group, 50.57 per cent reported 
that their cars were fully paid for. 
Military findings.--
1. Twenty six per cent of the group served in the 
armed forces of the United. States • 
2. Of all the boys who vtere either called or voluntee 
for service, 43.48 per cent were rejected .• 
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3. The mean I.Q. for the group accepted for military 
service was 77.15, and for the rejected group, 70.90 
This did not prove to be a significant difference. 
4. Of the accepted group, 46.15 per cent were married. 
Of the rejected group, 30.0 per cent were married. 
5. Of the group that saw service, 61.54 served for two 
years or more. 
6. Two boys, or 15.30 per cent of the group who served, 
reached non-commissioned rank. 
Further education.-- Of the entire group, six per cent 
had enrolled in formal educational courses subsequent to 
leaving special classes. At the time of the study none had 
completed a course. 
Delinguency.--
1. Twenty eight per cent were classed as delinquents. 
2. Four boys had seven charges in juvenile court. 
3. Twelve boys (including two with juvenile court 
records) had a total .of 46 charges in police court. 
4. Three boys accounted for 65.21 per cent of all the 
charges recorded in police court. 
5. Two boys spent time in institutions for reform. 
6. A total of $405.00 was paid in fines. 
7. The mean I .Q. for the group that had one charge each 
was 73.40. For the group with more than one charge 
each the mean I.Q. was 78.78. This difference did 
not prove to be significant. 
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Vocational findings.--
1. Sixty per cent of the boys were employed full time 
at the time of the study. 
2. Twenty four per cent of the boys were unemployed at 
the time of the study. This was almost four times 
greater than the unemployment figure for the city. 
3. None of the unemployed were married. 
4. The mean I.Q. of the boys who were employed full tim, 
was 74.53, and for the unemployed group the mean was 
69.50. This difference did not prove to be 
significant. 
5. Of the boys employed at the time of the study, 83.33 11 
I 
per cent were working for manufacturing types of 11 
businesses. This is higher tban the 1953 figure for 
the general population. 
6 • At least two of the boys were employed in 
supervisory capacities. 
7. Two thirds of the employed boys reported that they 
had obtained their present jobs through friends or 
relatives. 
8. Of the entire group, 86.0 per cent reported that 
they had obtained their first jobs within one month 
of leaving special classes. 
9. Thirty eight per cent had worked 100 per cent of the 
time since leaving special classes. 
10. Sixty eight per cent had worked 60 per cent of the 
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time since leaving special classes. 
11. Forty six of the boys in the study had a range of 
jobs from one to thirty two, with a mean of 3.11, 
and a median of 2.5. 
12. Slightly more tban three quarters of the 46 boys had 
held jobs classified as semiskilled or unskilled. 
',I 
13. The mean I. Q. of the boys that had worked at least ,I 
60 per cent of the time since leaving special classes 
was 75.03. For the rest of the group the mean I.Q. 
was 70.0. This difference did not prove to be 
s i gni fi cant. 
2. Conclusions and Implications 
The greater portion of boys in this study appeared to 
be in the process of making satisfactory adjustments to life. 
A majority are self-supporting. They have become the heads 
of households, and property owners. They have held jobs, 
paid taxes, served in the armed forces, and to a degree, are 
participating in community life. 
The fact that most of the unmarried boys are living at 
home is not surprising, considering the overall youth of the 
group. In most of these cases the boys are contributing to 
the household expenses, and the families are in better 
circumstances than they were while the boys were in school. 
Among the married group it was noted that homes were 
generally well kept. Domestic training and habits of hygi 
I 
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acquired in special classes may be factors here. The low 
marriage rate may be partially explained by the fact that 
the group as a whole is still rather young. It was noticed 
that the -married households seemed particularly suseptible 
to the advertising blandishments of television and other 
communication media. This might suggest the value of more 
emphasis on basic consumer information and education. 
The large number of motor vehicle licenses, coupled witb: 
the relatively high rate of motor vehicle law violations 
suggest the need for driver education. ·wnether this should 
be a part of special class curriculum, or whether it should 
emanate from an outside a gency is a question to be explored. 
Those who had experienced military service recounted 
their experiences with pride. Their education and experience 
seem to have instilled a large degree of patriotism and 
respect for their country. In point of fact, these boys 
seemed less cynical than many "normal" boys. Whether their 
innate naivete renders them more receptive to such concepts 
is another matter for thought. 
The furt her educational opportunities of the group 
leaves much to be desired. Channels should be opened whereb 
boys of this type can be helped to better. themselves after 
leaving special classes and entering the adult world. 
Delinquency findings suggest that a large number of 
these boys are potential delinquents. Screening operations 
are needed to id.entify these cases and provide them vli th 
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special guidance. 
The fact that no significant difference existed between 
the intelligence of employed and unemployed groups bears 
out earlier inves tiga tiona that indica ted intelligence as 
not being the primary determinant in job success. Iviost of 
the boys obtained jobs quickly after leaving special classes. 
In obtaining subsequent jobs only a few reported consulting 
employment agencies. Vocational guidance and rebabili ta tion 
a gencies could. furnish many solutions to employment problems .1 
Most of the boys are making their way through life in I 
satisfactory fashion, but their progress, for the most part, ' 
is haphazard. The establishment of in-school and post-schoo] 
guidance services would be of inestimable value, both to 
of this type, and to the communities in which they are to 
become contributing citizens. 
3. Limitations of the Study 
This study d.eal t only with boys who had left special 
classes on or subsequent to the legal school-leaving a ge. 
It was felt that only in t his way could t he school's impact 
on t hem be fairly established. 
The social adjustment of the boys, in the area of 
leisure time activity, was not explored in microscopic 
detail. Only facts that could. be reported. as general trends 
were recorded. 
Data pertaining to those rejected for military service 
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was not validated, as pertinent records were not available 
for examination. 
4. Suggestions for Further Study 
1. A study of the social contributions made by the 
group within a twenty year period.. 
2. A detailed investigation into the causes of 
unemployment. 
3. A Comparative follow-up, using this group and a 
group of boys who left regular grades of the public 
schools at tbe age of 16. 
4. The intelligence and eventual grade placement of 
the offspring of the group. 
5. A follow-up of the same group ten or more years 
from the date of the present study. 
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